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the rapid advance of prosperity, and the opening of a new
world of material needs and allurements, shall have made men
restless and discontented. These things may be still far dis-
tant in India, where European ideas have as yet touched only
the outskirts of our dominion, and are only appreciated in a
kind of second-hand unreal way by the artificial classes which
are politically bound up with the English rule to which they
owe their existence, Nevertheless our successors may one day
be reminded of the picture drawn in the forcible passage which
here follows, and which brings this chapter to its conclusion:

"But epochs sometimes occur, in the course of the existence of a nation, at
which the ancient customs of a people are changed, religions belief disturbed,
and the spell of tradition broken; while the diffusion of knowledge is yet
imperfect, and the civil rights of the community are ill secured, or confined
within very narrow limits. The country then assumes a dim and dubious shape
in the eyes of the citizens; they no longer behold it in the soil which they
inhabit, for that soil is to them a dull inanimate clod; nor in tlie usages of their
forefathers, which they have been taught to look upon as a debruing yoke; nor
in religion, for of that they doubt; nor in the laws, which do not 'Originate in
their own authority . . - They entrench themselves within the dull precincts of
a narrow egotism. They are emancipated from prejudice, without having acknow-
ledged the empire of reason ; they are animated neither by instinctive patriotism
nor by thinking^patriotism... but they have stopped half-way between the two
in the midst of confusion and distress.'* *

* Democracy in America, De Tocc^ueville (Reeve's translation), Volume L,
Chapter XIV.